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I ntroduction

Welcomel!

Welcome to this WordPress beginner-s guide.

You are about to join thousands of other webmasters who have used this book to build
their own WordPress websites, from scratch, even if they were complete beginners!

Before we start, let-s make one thing quite clear. This book is deliberately short. That-s
because | want to take you through the basics of building your own website in the quickest
manner possible.

| want you to learn speedily without getting distracted by non-essentials or trivia. Sure,
you can buy a 1,000-page bumper WordPress guide that will turn you into a world-
authority(!) but it won+ help you get online any quicker.

What | will promise you isthat, if you follow along the lessons in this book, do exactly as
| tell you (yes, Maam!), step by step, then you- end up with your very own website that
you built yourself, even if thisisthe first time you have ever ventured into the online
world.

Why should | build my own website when | can easily get online for free?

Having your own web presence is now pretty much essential in today-s online world. Even
teenagers have their own pages on sites such as Facebook and the many other social
networks. But the problem is that these free site-building services can come and go,
change the rules without notice, and impose restrictions. Some free services can shut your
site down if they don-t approve of your content.

Many will clutter up your site with trashy ads and your free site can disappear overnight if
the service goes bust or gets taken over. And they offer little or no technical support when
you really need it.

So why should I build my own website on my own domain?

The answer is that, with your own privately registered domain and hosting account, Y OU
own and control the website, not anybody else. You can put whatever you like on your site
(within the bounds of legality) and no-one can tell you otherwise. You are your own boss.

And, with your own website, you can build your own distinctive -brand- whether you are
a business or acommunity group, an individual, or whatever” You can make your site
look and behave how you like, whether for e-commerce, or for publicity purposes, as an
information resource - or just a personal blog.

Your domain becomes your very own exclusive web address, your own piece of online
virtual -real estate-that playsits part in publicizing your mission or message.

These days, if you don+ have your own online web presence, you are invisible.

You can print your domain address on your business cards, add it to your email signature
and quote in all your offline literature. Your own website on your own domain gives you
identity, visibility and, indeed, status.



But don-t | need a professional web designer to make a good job of building
a website?

No, definitely not! This used to be the case in the early days of the Internet because only a
few tech-savvy geeks knew and understood the computer language (HTML) that
translated your words and pictures into the code that browsers understand.

But as the technology has advanced, so have the tools to build websites become more
accessible. WordPress is one of these tools and WordPress is the subject of this book.

What if I-m not a technical wizard| will I understand all the jargon about
web-building?

With this book you don+ need to know any jargon or gobbledygook| | explainitalin
plain English as we go along. Asyou use the system it will begin to click into place and
you- understand what you need to know and what you don+.

If you can use aword processor you can build your own WordPress website| it-sthat
simple - | promise!

How much will it cost to do it all myself?

Peanuts. The only thing you absolutely have to spend money on is web hosting and you
can get this for afew dollars a month.

For less than $10 per month you can get your web hosting account from one of the top
hosting companies on the planet.

Of course you can spend money on other tools and servicesif you want, but, for asimple
website that you build yourself you really don+ need to spend any more money than that.

What | s WordPress?

WordPress is a powerful (and free!) package of software that sits in the background on
your web server (the remote computer where your domain is hosted) and performs all the
technical processing that delivers your content to your visitor on their local compuiter.
Once WordPressis installed on your domain you don+ need to do anything to make it
work. It just sits there and performs its magic entirely behind the scenes.

WordPress providesa WY SIWY G (-what you see is what you get- interface to you, the
webmaster, that bypasses the need to know any HTML, PHP, CSS, JavaScript, MySQL or
any other coding language.

Once the hangout of hobbyists and bloggers, WordPress has now evolved into a powerful
and sophisticated web platform that supports a host of features both for professiona and
do-it-yourself webmasters.

The terms -blog—and -website—are now effectively synonymous as far as our usage of
WordPress is concerned. Pundits use the two terms interchangeably because the
technology platform behind both is exactly the same.

WordPress is now actually used by some of the major players on the Internet as a complete
Content Management System (CMS). Think CNN, The New York Times, About.com, the



White House, US Post Office, and Ford Motors - they al make use of WordPress.

And, in addition to the experts, millions of ordinary people and small businesses around
the world also use WordPress as their platform of choice to get a presence on the web.

What-s so special about WordPress?

e WordPressis FREE and open-source
e WordPressis stable and maintained by an army of experts

¢ WordPress contains numerous behind-the-scenes features that make creating your
own website a breeze

WordPress is wonderful, but it has a reputation for being difficult. Thisis, in part, due to
the documentation.

WordPress was originally written by programmers, for programmers, and the instructions
(-codex— asit-s termed) are often written in tech-speak and seem to assume that you know
what they are talking about in the first place. This hasimproved in recent versions, but it
can still be achallengeif you are not afully paid-up techie.

| know all this. I-m a computer programmer myself. | actually am atechie (and proud of
it!) but | can also write plain English. In thistutorial, | just concentrate on the basic
essentials of WordPress and ignore all the complications that you don+ need to know
when you—e first starting out.

How To Use This Tutorial

The best way to use this tutorial isto sit down at your PC with this book beside you and
follow each lesson, step by step.

Because WordPress is now so sophisticated and flexible, it can sometimes be difficult for
newcomers to see the wood from the trees. So | have broken this tutorial down into two
levels:

e Quick Start Guide
¢ In-Depth Guide.

The Quick Start Guide, covering Lessons 1| 8, isintended to get you up and running,
building your own WordPress website, mostly using the default settings, and avoiding as
many of the technicalities as possible.

When you have completed lessons 1| 8 you will have a basic, working website that you
can continue to build and use without any further tweaking. For many people, thisisall
they may ever need.

The In-Depth Guide takes you further than just the basics and introduces some of the more
sophisticated and functional options that WordPress provides to help you make your
website more efficient and unique. Lessons 9| 20 take the basic website that you built in
the Quick Start Guide and help you develop it on to become a feature-rich resource,
tailored for your purposes.



FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) appear at the end of each lesson and cover the main
gueries people often ask when they-ve read the lesson. The FAQs may not be relevant to
you but they could just add alittle bit of extra know-how when it is needed.

When you-ve completed all twenty lessons you will have learned all the basics of building
aWordPress website. You-H be well-equipped to discover for yourself any of the more
advanced features that you may wish to investigate.

And, when you-ve built your website, you are aways welcome to visit my website
http://www.wordpress2go.com for more ideas and resources.

Right, let-s get started!




QUICK START GUIDE| YOUR OWN WEBSITE IN 8 EASY
L ESSONS

Lesson 1. Register Your Domain And Sign Up For Web Hosting

Thisisthefirst step to getting your own web presence. But if you already have a domain
and hosting account you can skip this lesson and go on to Lesson 2.

As |-ve dready stated, thisisthefirst and only placein this tutorial where you will need to
spend any money. Having areliable company to host your website is an essential
investment and it doesn+ cost mega-bucks. Once you have your hosting account set up
you can forget all about the very complex communications technology needed to support
your website because you+e paying somebody to provide it for you. And, | promise you,

iIf you go with the web hosting company that | recommend, you will get avery good deal
indeed.

If you have never done any of this before and you—+e abit intimidated by all the jargon and
tech-speak, don+ panic. There is amass of incomprehensible gobbledygook associated
with web hosting and Internet technology but the good news is that you don+ need to
understand nor care about most of it. Let me take you by the hand and | will explain just
what you do need to know as we go along. To coin aclichg, it-s not rocket science. Trust
me.

When you-ve completed this lesson you will have taken your first giant leap into the
online world of web-building*

Choose Your Domain

OK, to begin, you need to decide on adomain. Your domain name is your unigue web
address and it-s what people will type into their browser to reach your website. So it-sa
good idea to make it a name that-s easy to remember and easy to spell and that tells people
what your websiteis all about. So what sort of domain name should you have?

It is better to have a domain like -keepingchickens.com—rather than -xyz101.com-because
it spells out to the world precisely what your site is about. But your domain could be your
own name or nickname, or your business name or maybe a slogan that describes your
mission.

The .com extension is the most universally recognized suffix to a domain name, but you
could aso have .net or .org, the latter especially if you are a non-business organization.
The .net extension can be handy if the .com version of your domain is already taken. And
theres also .us, .co, .biz, .info (and more) if you want to look different. Plus, there are the
country-specific domain name extensions such as .uk, .au, .de - it-s your call.

You can register your chosen domain at the same time as you sign up for web hosting.

Sign Up For Web Hosting

The hosting company that | recommend for WordPress websites is Hostgator
(www.hostgator4u.com). They have an awesome reputation for reliability and customer
service and they also offer very competitive pricing. And they have the added advantage




that they provide a handy script for automatically installing WordPress on your domain.
Thisisrealy useful and will save you alot of time.

Hostgator offers several hosting plans and you can sign up for periods of between 1 month
and 3 years. If you sign up for 1 month you will pay your hosting fees monthly. If you sign
up for 1 year you will pay your hosting fees annually. As you might expect, the longer you
sign up for, the cheaper it becomes. And you can pay via credit/debit card or PayPal.
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o, to set up your WordPress hosting with Hostgator, go to www.hostgator4u.com (Figure
1.1) and click on -View Web Hosting Plans-

Now you have to choose which hosting plan you want.

e The-Hatchling—sthe very cheapest plan, allowing you to host just one domain on
the service.

e The-Baby—plan is essentially the same service as the Hatchling but with the Baby
you can host an unlimited number of domains on the same account without paying
any extra.

Thisisfor you to decide. If you decide to start off with Hatchling, you can upgrade to
Baby if you want to at sometime in the future.

Hostgator has a habit of offering amazing discounts on their services and these may vary
from time to time. But if you quote the coupon code -WORDPRESS2GO-Hostgator will
know that you are areader of this book and they will give you the maximum possible
discount available at the time!



S0, choose either the -Hatchling—or -Baby—plan and click on -Order Now— Enter your
chosen domain name and don+ forget to enter WORDPRESS2GO as the coupon code.

Then follow the prompts to complete the purchase process. | recommend that you select
privacy protection for your domain because this hides your identity from spammers.

You did it! You-ve nearly completed Lesson 1.

You-ve got your domain and a hosting account. \When you-ve signed up with Hostgator,
check your email. Youd! receive an email from them with your account sign-in and
password. It-s agood ideato keep this email (or even print it out) so that you have a
record of your hosting details.

For security reasons Hostgator may want to telephone you after you register to verify that
you are the person who opened the account, so please provide them with an easily
accessible phone number. (Or they might ask you to call them).

Do+ worry; they won try to sell you anything: all they want isto know that the account
was opened by you (or with your permission) and that you are areal person and not a
robot. This step is essential before you can access your account and get started.

In the remainder of this tutorial 1-m going to take you through the creation of a WordPress
website using my domain -1.keepingchickens.net—as an example. 14| start right at the
beginning and you-+ watch the website unfold, lesson by lesson. If you work alongside
me, you can build your own site at the same pace.

L esson 2 assumes that you are starting out with a Hostgator hosting account and that you
don- have the WordPress software installed already.

|-+l show you how to install WordPress with just afew clicks of the mouse and then you-|
be all set to begin building a WordPress website!

FAQ

| livein the UK and | would rather use a UK-based hosting company. Do |
have to use the American Hostgator?

No, | can recommend a company called JustHost who are based in the UK. They offer .uk
domain names (as well as those above) and all billing isin GBP (pounds sterling).
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JustHost provides high- quallty, low-priced hosting equivalent to the Hostgator Hatchling
plan and their user-interface is very similar so you should be able to follow this tutorial
without any trouble.

To use JustHost go to http://www.justhost4u.com/ (Figure 1.2) and click the -Sign-Up—
button.

| already have a domain that | registered with another registrar. Can | still
use the domain with Hostgator?

Yes| you can still set up Hostgator hosting for a pre-registered domain but, in these
circumstances, you must change your domain-s Domain Name Servers (DNS) to indicate
that your website will be hosted on Hostgator.

Thisis necessary so that the domain name system (which drives the Internet) can translate
your domain name into a specific | P (Internet Protocol) address that identifies the specific
bit of hardware that hosts your website. | admit that that sounds a bit technical but it-s
really quite smple.

All you-ve got to do is change two fields on your domain registrar-s screen and you—e
done. Here-s how.

When you sign up for a Hostgator hosting account you will receive a welcome email
which will tell you what name serversto use. Thiswill be a pair of codes that look like
ns????.hostgator.com (where???? are numbers allocated by Hostgator).

You will need to log into your account at the registrar you used when you bought the
domain. There should be somewhere fairly obvious on their screen labeled -Set your DNS-



(or something like that). Enter the two codes Hostgator supplied and save the settings.

The changes may take place immediately or you may have to wait several hours (or more)
before you can access the domain at Hostgator. Thisis because the information has to
propagate out to all the networks on the Internet that need to know where to find your
website and thisis not always immediate.

If you can+ find out how to change your DNS then try accessing your registrar-s FAQ
page or knowledgebase. If all else fails, contact their Tech Support and ask them to help.



Lesson 2. Install Wordpress On Your Domain

What were going to do now isinstall the WordPress software on your domain and hosting
account. The good newsis that you only have to do this once, so just get through this step
and you-e on your way to a great website!

| have given instructions here for Hostgator. If you have a hosting account with another
provider, check whether they have the cPanel (stands for -control panel interface. If so,
this set of instructions will likely apply to your host, too.

If you are with adifferent host and they don+ have cPanel, ask their Technical Support for
instructions on how to install WordPress.

I nstall Wordpress With -Quickinstall—

If you~e still with me, log in to Hostgator with the username and password that they
emailed to you. You will be passed on to the cPanel interface (Figure 2.1). Thisis where
you access al the resources and services that Hostgator provides for you.
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Scroll down this page until you see the section headed -Software/Services—(Figure 2.2).
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