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Introduction

W elcom e!
W elcom e to this W ordPress beginner‒s guide.

You are about to join thousands of other w ebm asters w ho have used this book to build
their ow n W ordPress w ebsites, from  scratch, even if they w ere com plete beginners!

B efore w e start, let‒s m ake one thing quite clear. This book is deliberately short. That‒s
because I w ant to take you through the basics of building your ow n w ebsite in the quickest
m anner possible.

I w ant you to learn speedily w ithout getting distracted by non-essentials or trivia. Sure,
you can buy a 1,000-page bum per W ordPress guide that w ill turn you into a w orld-
authority(!) but it w on‒t help you get online any quicker.

W hat I w ill prom ise you is that, if you follow  along the lessons in this book, do exactly as
I tell you (yes, M a‒am !), step by step, then you‒ll end up w ith your very ow n w ebsite that
you built yourself, even if this is the first tim e you have ever ventured into the online
w orld.

W hy should I build m y ow n w ebsite w hen I can easily get online for free?
H aving your ow n w eb presence is now  pretty m uch essential in today‒s online w orld. Even
teenagers have their ow n pages on sites such as Facebook and the m any other social
netw orks. B ut the problem  is that these free site-building services can com e and go,
change the rules w ithout notice, and im pose restrictions. Som e free services can shut your
site dow n if they don‒t approve of your content.

M any w ill clutter up your site w ith trashy ads and your free site can disappear overnight if
the service goes bust or gets taken over. A nd they offer little or no technical support w hen
you really need it.

So w hy should I build m y ow n w ebsite on m y ow n dom ain?
The answ er is that, w ith your ow n privately registered dom ain and hosting account, Y O U
ow n and control the w ebsite, not anybody else. You can put w hatever you like on your site
(w ithin the bounds of legality) and no-one can tell you otherw ise. You are your ow n boss.

A nd, w ith your ow n w ebsite, you can build your ow n distinctive ‐brand‒, w hether you are
a business or a com m unity group, an individual, or w hatever“  You can m ake your site
look and behave how  you like, w hether for e-com m erce, or for publicity purposes, as an
inform ation resource - or just a personal blog.

Your dom ain becom es your very ow n exclusive w eb address, your ow n piece of online
virtual ‐real estate‒ that plays its part in publicizing your m ission or m essage.

These days, if you don‒t have your ow n online w eb presence, you are invisible.

You can print your dom ain address on your business cards, add it to your em ail signature
and quote in all your offline literature. Your ow n w ebsite on your ow n dom ain gives you
identity, visibility and, indeed, status.



B ut don‒t I need a professional w eb designer to m ake a good job of building
a w ebsite?
N o, definitely not! This used to be the case in the early days of the Internet because only a
few  tech-savvy geeks knew  and understood the com puter language (H TM L) that
translated your w ords and pictures into the code that brow sers understand.

B ut as the technology has advanced, so have the tools to build w ebsites becom e m ore
accessible. W ordPress is one of these tools and W ordPress is the subject of this book.

W hat if I‒m  not a technical w izard  w ill I understand all the jargon about
w eb-building?
W ith this book you don‒t need to know  any jargon or gobbledygook  I explain it all in
plain English as w e go along. A s you use the system  it w ill begin to click into place and
you‒ll understand w hat you need to know  and w hat you don‒t.

If you can use a w ord processor you can build your ow n W ordPress w ebsite  it‒s that
sim ple - I prom ise!

H ow  m uch w ill it cost to do it all m yself?
Peanuts. The only thing you absolutely have to spend m oney on is w eb hosting and you
can get this for a few  dollars a m onth.

For less than $10 per m onth you can get your w eb hosting account from  one of the top
hosting com panies on the planet.

O f course you can spend m oney on other tools and services if you w ant, but, for a sim ple
w ebsite that you build yourself you really don‒t need to spend any m ore m oney than that.

W hat Is W ordPress?
W ordPress is a pow erful (and free!) package of softw are that sits in the background on
your w eb server (the rem ote com puter w here your dom ain is hosted) and perform s all the
technical processing that delivers your content to your visitor on their local com puter.
O nce W ordPress is installed on your dom ain you don‒t need to do anything to m ake it
w ork. It just sits there and perform s its m agic entirely behind the scenes.

W ordPress provides a W Y SIW Y G  (‐w hat you see is w hat you get‒) interface to you, the
w ebm aster, that bypasses the need to know  any H TM L, PH P, C SS, JavaScript, M ySQ L or
any other coding language.

O nce the hangout of hobbyists and bloggers, W ordPress has now  evolved into a pow erful
and sophisticated w eb platform  that supports a host of features both for professional and
do-it-yourself w ebm asters.

The term s ‐blog‒ and ‐w ebsite‒ are now  effectively synonym ous as far as our usage of
W ordPress is concerned. Pundits use the tw o term s interchangeably because the
technology platform  behind both is exactly the sam e.

W ordPress is now  actually used by som e of the m ajor players on the Internet as a com plete
C ontent M anagem ent System  (C M S). Think C N N , The N ew  York Tim es, A bout.com , the



W hite H ouse, U S Post O ffice, and Ford M otors - they all m ake use of W ordPress.

A nd, in addition to the experts, m illions of ordinary people and sm all businesses around
the w orld also use W ordPress as their platform  of choice to get a presence on the w eb.

W hat‒s so special about W ordPress?

W ordPress is FR EE and open-source

W ordPress is stable and m aintained by an arm y of experts

W ordPress contains num erous behind-the-scenes features that m ake creating your
ow n w ebsite a breeze

W ordPress is w onderful, but it has a reputation for being difficult. This is, in part, due to
the docum entation.

W ordPress w as originally w ritten by program m ers, for program m ers, and the instructions
(‐codex‒, as it‒s term ed) are often w ritten in tech-speak and seem  to assum e that you know
w hat they are talking about in the first place. This has im proved in recent versions, but it
can still be a challenge if you are not a fully paid-up techie.

I know  all this. I‒m  a com puter program m er m yself. I actually am  a techie (and proud of
it!) but I can also w rite plain English. In this tutorial, I just concentrate on the basic
essentials of W ordPress and ignore all the com plications that you don‒t need to know
w hen you‒re first starting out.

H ow  To U se This Tutorial
The best w ay to use this tutorial is to sit dow n at your PC  w ith this book beside you and
follow  each lesson, step by step.

B ecause W ordPress is now  so sophisticated and flexible, it can som etim es be difficult for
new com ers to see the w ood from  the trees. So I have broken this tutorial dow n into tw o
levels:

Q uick Start G uide

In-D epth G uide.

The Q uick Start G uide, covering Lessons 1  8, is intended to get you up and running,
building your ow n W ordPress w ebsite, m ostly using the default settings, and avoiding as
m any of the technicalities as possible.

W hen you have com pleted lessons 1  8 you w ill have a basic, w orking w ebsite that you
can continue to build and use w ithout any further tw eaking. For m any people, this is all
they m ay ever need.

The In-D epth G uide takes you further than just the basics and introduces som e of the m ore
sophisticated and functional options that W ordPress provides to help you m ake your
w ebsite m ore efficient and unique. Lessons 9  20 take the basic w ebsite that you built in
the Q uick Start G uide and help you develop it on to becom e a feature-rich resource,
tailored for your purposes.



FA Q s (Frequently A sked Q uestions) appear at the end of each lesson and cover the m ain
queries people often ask w hen they‒ve read the lesson. The FA Q s m ay not be relevant to
you but they could just add a little bit of extra know -how  w hen it is needed.

W hen you‒ve com pleted all tw enty lessons you w ill have learned all the basics of building
a W ordPress w ebsite. You‒ll be w ell-equipped to discover for yourself any of the m ore
advanced features that you m ay w ish to investigate.

A nd, w hen you‒ve built your w ebsite, you are alw ays w elcom e to visit m y w ebsite
http://w w w .w ordpress2go.com  for m ore ideas and resources.

R ight, let‒s get started!



Q U IC K  STA R T G U ID E   Y O U R  O W N  W E B SIT E  IN  8 E A SY
L E SSO N S

L esson 1. R egister Your D om ain A nd Sign U p For W eb H osting
This is the first step to getting your ow n w eb presence. B ut if you already have a dom ain
and hosting account you can skip this lesson and go on to Lesson 2.

A s I‒ve already stated, this is the first and only place in this tutorial w here you w ill need to
spend any m oney. H aving a reliable com pany to host your w ebsite is an essential
investm ent and it doesn‒t cost m ega-bucks. O nce you have your hosting account set up
you can forget all about the very com plex com m unications technology needed to support
your w ebsite because you‒re paying som ebody to provide it for you. A nd, I prom ise you,
if you go w ith the w eb hosting com pany that I recom m end, you w ill get a very good deal
indeed.

If you have never done any of this before and you‒re a bit intim idated by all the jargon and
tech-speak, don‒t panic. There is a m ass of incom prehensible gobbledygook associated
w ith w eb hosting and Internet technology but the good new s is that you don‒t need to
understand nor care about m ost of it. Let m e take you by the hand and I w ill explain just
w hat you do need to know  as w e go along. To coin a clichç, it‒s not rocket science. Trust
m e.

W hen you‒ve com pleted this lesson you w ill have taken your first giant leap into the
online w orld of w eb-building“

C hoose Your D om ain
O K , to begin, you need to decide on a dom ain. Your dom ain nam e is your unique w eb
address and it‒s w hat people w ill type into their brow ser to reach your w ebsite. So it‒s a
good idea to m ake it a nam e that‒s easy to rem em ber and easy to spell and that tells people
w hat your w ebsite is all about. So w hat sort of dom ain nam e should you have?

It is better to have a dom ain like ‐keepingchickens.com ‒ rather than ‐xyz101.com ‒ because
it spells out to the w orld precisely w hat your site is about. B ut your dom ain could be your
ow n nam e or nicknam e, or your business nam e or m aybe a slogan that describes your
m ission.

The .com  extension is the m ost universally recognized suffix to a dom ain nam e, but you
could also have .net or .org, the latter especially if you are a non-business organization.
The .net extension can be handy if the .com  version of your dom ain is already taken. A nd
there‒s also .us, .co, .biz, .info (and m ore) if you w ant to look different. Plus, there are the
country-specific dom ain nam e extensions such as .uk, .au, .de - it‒s your call.

You can register your chosen dom ain at the sam e tim e as you sign up for w eb hosting.

Sign U p F or W eb H osting
The hosting com pany that I recom m end for W ordPress w ebsites is H ostgator
(w w w .hostgator4u.com ). They have an aw esom e reputation for reliability and custom er
service and they also offer very com petitive pricing. A nd they have the added advantage



that they provide a handy script for autom atically installing W ordPress on your dom ain.
This is really useful and w ill save you a lot of tim e.

H ostgator offers several hosting plans and you can sign up for periods of betw een 1 m onth
and 3 years. If you sign up for 1 m onth you w ill pay your hosting fees m onthly. If you sign
up for 1 year you w ill pay your hosting fees annually. A s you m ight expect, the longer you
sign up for, the cheaper it becom es. A nd you can pay via credit/debit card or PayPal.

So, to set up your W ordPress hosting w ith H ostgator, go to w w w .hostgator4u.com  (Figure
1.1) and click on ‐V iew  W eb H osting Plans‒

N ow  you have to choose w hich hosting plan you w ant.

The‒ H atchling‒ is the very cheapest plan, allow ing you to host just one dom ain on
the service.

The ‐B aby‒ plan is essentially the sam e service as the H atchling but w ith the B aby
you can host an unlim ited num ber of dom ains on the sam e account w ithout paying
any extra.

This is for you to decide. If you decide to start off w ith H atchling, you can upgrade to
B aby if you w ant to at som e tim e in the future.

H ostgator has a habit of offering am azing discounts on their services and these m ay vary
from  tim e to tim e. B ut if you quote the coupon code ‐W O R D PR ESS2G O ‒ H ostgator w ill
know  that you are a reader of this book and they w ill give you the m axim um  possible
discount available at the tim e!



So, choose either the ‐H atchling‒ or ‐B aby‒ plan and click on ‐O rder N ow ‒. Enter your
chosen dom ain nam e and don‒t forget to enter W O R D PR ESS2G O  as the coupon code.

Then follow  the prom pts to com plete the purchase process. I recom m end that you select
privacy protection for your dom ain because this hides your identity from  spam m ers.

You did it! You‒ve nearly com pleted Lesson 1.
You‒ve got your dom ain and a hosting account. W hen you‒ve signed up w ith H ostgator,
check your em ail. You‒ll receive an em ail from  them  w ith your account sign-in and
passw ord. It‒s a good idea to keep this em ail (or even print it out) so that you have a
record of your hosting details.

For security reasons H ostgator m ay w ant to telephone you after you register to verify that
you are the person w ho opened the account, so please provide them  w ith an easily
accessible phone num ber. (O r they m ight ask you to call them ).

D on‒t w orry; they w on‒t try to sell you anything: all they w ant is to know  that the account
w as opened by you (or w ith your perm ission) and that you are a real person and not a
robot. This step is essential before you can access your account and get started.

___

In the rem ainder of this tutorial I‒m  going to take you through the creation of a W ordPress
w ebsite using m y dom ain ‐1.keepingchickens.net‒ as an exam ple. I‒ll start right at the
beginning and you‒ll w atch the w ebsite unfold, lesson by lesson. If you w ork alongside
m e, you can build your ow n site at the sam e pace.

Lesson 2 assum es that you are starting out w ith a H ostgator hosting account and that you
don‒t have the W ordPress softw are installed already.

I‒ll show  you how  to install W ordPress w ith just a few  clicks of the m ouse and then you‒ll
be all set to begin building a W ordPress w ebsite!

FA Q

I live in the U K  and I w ould rather use a U K -based hosting com pany. D o I
have to use the A m erican H ostgator?
N o, I can recom m end a com pany called JustH ost w ho are based in the U K . They offer .uk
dom ain nam es (as w ell as those above) and all billing is in G B P (pounds sterling).



JustH ost provides high-quality, low -priced hosting equivalent to the H ostgator H atchling
plan and their user-interface is very sim ilar so you should be able to follow  this tutorial
w ithout any trouble.

To use JustH ost go to http://w w w .justhost4u.com / (Figure 1.2) and click the ‐Sign-U p‒
button.

I already have a dom ain that I registered w ith another registrar. C an I still
use the dom ain w ith H ostgator?
Yes  you can still set up H ostgator hosting for a pre-registered dom ain but, in these
circum stances, you m ust change your dom ain‒s D om ain N am e Servers (D N S) to indicate
that your w ebsite w ill be hosted on H ostgator.

This is necessary so that the dom ain nam e system  (w hich drives the Internet) can translate
your dom ain nam e into a specific IP (Internet Protocol) address that identifies the specific
bit of hardw are that hosts your w ebsite. I adm it that that sounds a bit technical but it‒s
really quite sim ple.

A ll you‒ve got to do is change tw o fields on your dom ain registrar‒s screen and you‒re
done. H ere‒s how .

W hen you sign up for a H ostgator hosting account you w ill receive a w elcom e em ail
w hich w ill tell you w hat nam e servers to use. This w ill be a pair of codes that look like
ns????.hostgator.com  (w here???? are num bers allocated by H ostgator).

You w ill need to log into your account at the registrar you used w hen you bought the
dom ain. There should be som ew here fairly obvious on their screen labeled ‐Set your D N S‒



(or som ething like that). Enter the tw o codes H ostgator supplied and save the settings.

The changes m ay take place im m ediately or you m ay have to w ait several hours (or m ore)
before you can access the dom ain at H ostgator. This is because the inform ation has to
propagate out to all the netw orks on the Internet that need to know  w here to find your
w ebsite and this is not alw ays im m ediate.

If you can‒t find out how  to change your D N S then try accessing your registrar‒s FA Q
page or know ledgebase. If all else fails, contact their Tech Support and ask them  to help.



L esson 2. Install W ordpress O n Your D om ain
W hat w e‒re going to do now  is install the W ordPress softw are on your dom ain and hosting
account. The good new s is that you only have to do this once, so just get through this step
and you‒re on your w ay to a great w ebsite!

I have given instructions here for H ostgator. If you have a hosting account w ith another
provider, check w hether they have the cPanel (stands for ‐control panel‒) interface. If so,
this set of instructions w ill likely apply to your host, too.

If you are w ith a different host and they don‒t have cPanel, ask their Technical Support for
instructions on how  to install W ordPress.

Install W ordpress W ith ‐Q uickinstall‒
If you‒re still w ith m e, log in to H ostgator w ith the usernam e and passw ord that they
em ailed to you. You w ill be passed on to the cPanel interface (Figure 2.1). This is w here
you access all the resources and services that H ostgator provides for you.

Scroll dow n this page until you see the section headed ‐Softw are/Services‒ (Figure 2.2).


